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TWO CASES OF STRICTURE OF THE 
LARGE INTESTINES, ABOUT THE 
POINT OF THE TERMINATION OF 
THE SIGMOID FLEXURE IN THE 
RECTUM 3 WITH OBSERVATIONS.* 


By Joun Burne, M.D. 


Case I.—Scirrho-Contraction of the 
Large Intestine. 


A GENTLEMAN, between 45 and 
50 years of age, of a sanguine and 
very irritable temperament, and 
accustomed to live well and keep 
late hours, consulted me in Feb- 
ruary, 1826, on account of some 
troublesome superficial small ul- 
cers in the mouth, which had 
teazed him for several weeks, and 
had resisted the remedial means 
employed. Accompanying these 
ulcerations, was a state of heat 
and dryness of the mouth and pha- 
rynx, with some little trouble in 
deglutition. The temperature of 
the body was increased and the 
surface dry, and the pulse was 
accelerated and rather tight ; and 
the first hours of the night were 

assed restlessly, the bowels being 
habitually regular. The above 
assemblage of signs, except the 
‘regular state of the bowels, will 
be recognised as the frequent pre- 
cursors of stricture of the cesopha- 
gus, which I thought it my duty 
to intimate to the patient, that he 
might be alive to such admonitions. 


* From the Midland Med. and Surg. Rep. 
38 


By the use of leeches to the side 
of the throat, and by saline ape- 
rients, the ulcers healed, and all 
the other signs abated in about ten 
or twelve days. 

In November of the same year, 
and in February, 1827, I was 
again consulted by this gentleman, 
on account of some dyspeptic 
symptoms, which were soon re- 
lieved by medicine, his body being, 
as usual, naturally and freely open 
every day. From this time, I 
saw nothing more of him for twelve 
months, when, in February, 1828, 
he again applied to me, on account 
of his usual dyspeptic complaints, 
but with this difference, that his 
bowels, which had been exceed- 
ingly regular all his life, were 
now sluggish, and required the 
frequent use of aperient medicine. 
On this occasion, I prescribed the 
comp. rhubarb pill of the Ed. ph., 
which proved effectual, and, toge- 
ther with other treatment, gave 
him so much relief, that again I 
heard nothing of him for five 
months, when, in July, 1828, he 
called upon me, and complained 
much of flatulence, acidity, and 
irregularity of the bowels. He 
was this time also very much re- 
lieved by aperients, but the action 
of these medicines was not so cer- 
tain as formerly ; and when the 
bowels were not freely moved, he 
suffered much from fulness. 

His symptoms, although reliev- 
ed, returned whenever he relaxed 
in attention to the bowels; on 
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which account, together with the 
favorable season of the year, I ad- 
vised him to go to Cheltenham. 
The Cheltenham waters acted like 
a charm; the bowels emptied 
themselves freely every morning, 
and his appetite and digestion be- 
came exceedingly good, as did his 
spirits and general health; but 
immediately after he had quitted 
Cheltenham, the irregularity of 
the bowels returned, and with it 
all the dyspeptic troubles ; and as 
from these he suffered considera- 
bly, and from his age and sallow 
face, and obstinate complaints, 
there was reason to apprehend that 
organic disease was establishing 
itself, I proposed a consultation, 
and the friends fixed upon the late 
Dr. Armstrong. 

The Doctor and myself examin- 
ed the abdomen very minutely, as 
I had done before, without being 
able to discover any indication of 
disease : pressure was borne in 
every part, and the only uneasi- 
ness complained of, except griping, 
Was a pain which sometimes shot 
through the upper part of the sa- 
crum. Blood was directed to be 
abstracted from this part by cup- 
ping, and, in addition, an alterative 
aperient plan was agreed upon ; 
but these measures not being fol- 
lowed by amendment, it was pro- 
posed to ascertain if any cause of 
obstruction existed in the rectum. 
On first introducing the finger into 
the gut, no trace of disease was 
discoverable, but by passing it for- 
ward as far as was practicable, 
I met with a hard immoveable tu- 
mor the size of an egg, and further 
upwards and backwards, I reach- 
ed, with the tip of my finger, a 
contraction of the bowel, having 
an opening not larger than a swan- 
quill, surrounded by a hard knotty 
structure, which altogether exact- 
ly resembled a scirrhous os uteri. 
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The case was now made out, 
and I recalled to mind the tendency 
to stricture of the cesophagus, ma- 
nifested upwards of two years be- 
fore. | 

Saline aperients, diluted in imi- 
tation of Cheltenham water, were 
now prescribed, and succeeded 
very well in evacuating the bowels. 

A mechanical obstruction having 
been discovered, it was deemed 
proper to take the opinion of a 
surgeon as to the practicability of 
giving relief by a bougie or other- 
wise, and the late Mr. Wadd was 
called in. On his first examina- 
tion, Mr. Wadd did not reach the 
disease, but when, after several 
days, he satisfied himself of its 
existence and malignant nature, 
he gave it as his opinion that sur- 
gery could do nothing. Saline 
aperients were laid aside, and cas- 
tor oil substituted, which, although 
it excited the action of the intes- 
tinal canal, did not procure eva- 
cuations. The muscular efforts of 
the intestines were most violent, 
and gave rise to excessive spasino- 
dic pain: the intestines could be 
seen and felt to move under the 
integuments, making inetfectual 
attempts to force the feculent 
matter through the stricture, and 
the agony was so great during 
these spasms, that the patient de- 
sired death. The spasms were 
much allayed by large doses of 
laudanum, but were, nevertheless, 
succeeded by a sharp attack of 
inflammation, which did not sub- 
side for several days; and when 
the patient had struggled through 
this danger, it was only to encoun- 
ter similar torture at some early 
period. Extreme difficulty was 


always found in procuring evacua- 
tions, and being driven, as we were, 
to extremity, further surgical ad- 
vice was desired, in order to con- 
sider, a second time, the practica- 
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bility of facilitating the evacuation 
of the colon. With this view, Mr. 
Copeland, Mr. Brodie, and Sir 
Astley Cooper, were consulted in 
succession, and all concurred with 
Mr. Wadd on the hopelessness of 
the case, and the inexpediency of 
surgical interference. Mr. Bro- 
die and Sir Astley Cooper did 
make some attempts to pass a 
bougie, but did not feel justified 
in persevering, lest they should 
rupture the intestine. 

Injections and saline aperients 
were had recourse to unremitting- 
ly, with partial success ; the vio- 
lent spasms returned frequently, 
and the most severe were followed 
by inflammation. The violent 
contractions of the intestine con- 
stituting the spasms, were always 
more or less relieved by laudanum; 
but opium, in this form, made the 
mouth and tongue dry, and was 
followed by headach and languor. 
From these ill effects, the liquor 
opil sedativus was free, but the 
most efficacious preparation was 
the acetate of morphium in the 
form of a pill, and in the dose of 
from one-eighth to half of a grain, 
repeated as circumstances requir- 
ed. re last preparation was 
found a most valuable medicine, 
and. never failed to mitigate the 
excruciating pain and other suffer- 
ings of the patient’s last days. 

In this way the patient lived on, 
passing scarcely any feculent mat- 
ter, and suffering pain and inflam- 
mation by turns, till the 20th of 
February, 1829, on which day 

the spasms returned violently about 
- six o’clock in the morning, and 
soon after seven the patient felt a 
sudden and dreadful pain dart from 
the left side across the belly above 
the navel, which he compared to 
the discharge of a pistol. Quickly 
afterwards the belly became tense, 
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the respiration difficult, and the 
powers of life depressed. It at 
once occurred to me that the colon 
had given way above the stricture, 
which I stated to the friends, and 
prepared them to expect the rapid 
dissolution which took place in the 
course of eleven hours. 


Sectio-cadaveris.—The abdomen 
being opened, a large quantity of 
feculent matter, of soft consis 


‘tence, was seen lying among the 


intestines and upon the mesentery, 
and was found to proceed from a 
transverse rupture ‘of the colon, 
about an inch long, at the spot 
from whence the violent pain dart- 
el. The whole of the colon was 
filled with feculent matter of the 
same kind; the sigmoid flexure 
was seen stretching across the brim 
of: the pelvis to the right side, 
when it turned quickly upon itself, 
and terminated in the diseased por- 
tion, which was situated directly 
under the promontory of the sa- 
crum. The diseased part was 
about the size of an egg, and <on- 
sisted of a scirrhous degen“ ration 
of those structures of tbe intestine 
situated between the mucous and 
peritoneal coats. ‘The aperture 
of commsication between the 
colon and the rectum through the 
diseased part, scarcely equalled 
the size of a swan-quill, and had 
a curved direction, which proved 
the correctness of the opinion, that 
force used in attempts to pass a 
bougie would be likely to rupture 
the bowel. ‘The lower opening 
looked backwards and downwards 
to the hollow of the sacrum, and 
its margin was knotted and irre- 
gular, as has been described. 
There were adhesions of the sig- 
moid flexure to the small intes- 
tines, and the scirrhous mass was 
adherent to the sacrum. 
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Cast II.—Annular Contraction of 
the Large Intestine. 

Of the second case, which was 
an anoular stricture, I regret that 
Iam only able to present a few 
particulars, not having the means 
of obtaining the early history. It 
occurred in a female pauper in 
Covent-Garden workhouse, who 
had been admitted three weeks 
before her death, in a state of 
extreme emaciation, and with a 
remarkably distended flatulent 
abdomen. She passed scarcely 
any feculent matter during the 
three weeks, and was constantly 
vomiting, so that nothing except 
brandy and water, and similar 
beverage, could in any way be 
retained on the stomach. 

Sectio-cadaveris. — Before the 
abdomen was opened, traces of 
the convolutions of the intestines 
were evident, by corresponding 
elevations of the integuments. 
These convolutions were found to 
be distended with gas, and the 
colon was full throughout of soft 
feculent matter ; and at the ter- 
mination of the sigmoid flexure 
in the rectum, was a circular 
contraction of the bowel forming 
the annular stricture. There 
was no thickening or disease of 
the part, and the contraction had 
the appearance of the bowel tied 
with a ligature, except that there 
were neither folds nor puckering. 

Observations.—-The ulcerations, 
the heat of the mouth and trouble 
in deglutition, detailed in the his- 
tory of the first case, showed a 
condition of constitution prone to 
morbid action, which, having first 
fixed on a part of the digestive 
canal, determined that canal to 
be the eventual seat of disease. 

_ Avery prominent circumstance 
in the dissection of both these 
Cases, was the soft consistence of 
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the feculent matter, particularly 
when it is remembered that, from 
the slow accumulation, the fecu- 
lent matter had been lying in the 
colon for several weeks in the 
first case, and, in all probability, 
for several months in the second. 
This is the more curious, because, 
in ordinary constipation of the 
bowels, the feculent matter be- 
comes hard and knotty in eight- 
and-forty hours, sometimes in 
twenty-four, and continues so till 
it is evacuated: hence it occurred 
to me that the soft consistence 
above alluded to, was probably 
one of those remarkable provi- 
sions which nature is often ob- 
served to make against disease ; 
and if this is the case, the same 
soft condition of the retained feces 
may be expected in all cases of 
stricture. Experience, however, 
does not afford me a sufficient 
authority of facts to come safely 
to a conclusion on this point, but 
the probability which I have ex- 
pressed is much strengthened by 
two cases, one of which occurred 
in private practice, and was men- 
tioned to me by Mr. ,a 
pupil of Guy’s hospital, who wit- 
nessed the dissection; and the 
other in a patient in the same 
hospital,—in both of which. the 
accumulated feces were in the 
same soft state. I do not know 
that this circumstance has been 
hitherto noticed, nor can I find, 
in the works upon stricture of the 
rectum, any evidence that bears 
satisfactorily on the question. 
Did the feces undergo the same 
change as in ordinary cases: of 
Constipation, there would be no 
possibility of evacuating them 
through a stricture, and the irri- 
tations and accumulations would 
be quickly and uniformly fatal ; 
whereas the reverse is a matter 
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of daily observation. The sym- 

athies by which this usual change 
in the feces retained in the colon 
is prevented, are the more re- 
markable, because they influence 
only the part of the large intes- 
tines above the stricture ; forthe 
soft feculent matter which gra- 
dually oozes through the contrac- 
tions into the gut below, very 
soon becomes solid and figured, 
as I had an opportunity of wit- 
nessing in the first case, in which 
it was not uncommon for solid 
figured pieces to come a‘vay, al- 
though all above the stricture 
was quite soft, as seen by dissec- 
tion. This last fact is also men- 
tioned by Mr. White.* 

The soft feculent matter was 
also of a most healthy character, 
being homogeneous, and contain- 
ing an abundance of good bile ; 
from which it may be concluded 
that digestion was perfect, not- 
withstanding many of the symp- 
toms said to be indicative of in- 
digestion were urgent, as flatu- 
lence, fulness, acidity, and eruc- 
tations ; whence it is apparent 
that the sufferings usually refer- 
red to the stomach, may arise 
from another cause than disorder 
of that organ. 

_ In both instances the patients 
died from the mechanical obstruc- 
tion: in the one the disease was 
not malignant ; in the other the 
malignancy had not come into 
operation, the patient having died 
before the destructive effects of 
cancer had taken place, as ulcer- 
ations, sloughing, discharge, and 
sympathetic irritations and fever ; 
—the subject for consideration, 
therefore, was the treatment of 
the obstructions,—the observa- 


* Observations on Stricture of the Rec- 
tum, 3d edition, p. 37 
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tions on which refer only to the 
first case. 

The eminent surgeons consulted 
Were unanimous as to the inexpe- 
diency of attempts to force a pas- 
sage by the bougie, owing to the 
situation as well as to the malig- 
nancy of the disease ; in which 
opinion all must concur, who have 
witnessed the torture that attends 
the use of a bougie in scirrhous 
disease of the rectum, and which 
is not recompensed by any bene- 
fit ;—this stricture not admitting 
of dilatation, the effect of the 
bougie is to bruise and hasten ul- 
ceration, or increase it if present. 
Although the most desirable 
means, by way of operation, was 
the introduction of a hollow tube 
through the stricture to facilitate 
the passage of injections, yet this 
was found impracticable, the dis- 
tance of the strictured part from 
the anus being too great to admit 
of the finger as a guide, and with- 
out this, the capacious and yield- 
ing rectum left no chance of ef- 
fecting the passage of such an 
instrument. In this dilemma, and 
in my frequent consultations with 
Mr. Wadd, I suggested for dis- 
cussion the propriety of making 
an artificial anus, which, although 
he discouraged, I cannot but think 
might be attempted under favora- 
ble circumstances as regards the 
operation, and urgent circum- 
stances as regards the prolonga- 
tion of the patient’s life. 

It may be said, that between 
the two evils of a stricture and 
an artificial anus, it is difficult to 
chvose,—to which I assent gene- 
rally ; but when the patient’s life 
must fall a sacrifice to the me- 
chanical obstruction, and when 
the prolonging his life for a few 
months only is of great conse- 
quence to his family, the sug- 
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gestion is worthy the consideretion 
of surgeons : for, in the first,case, 
the malignancy of the disease 
would not have destroyed life for 
months, in all probability ; and, in 
the second case, there being sim- 
ply an annular contraction, life 
would have been preserved by 
an artificial anus, which would 
have permitted the regular eva- 
cuation of the bowels. 
der the operation justifiable, = 
colon should be empty ; and the 
means of attaining this end are 
the object of the medical tréat- 
ment of stricture generally. © 

All are agreed that the ape- 
rients which must necessarily be 
given, should be of a mild cha- 
racter, and the recommendations 
of authors who have treated on 
the subject, are limited to castor 
oil, senna, and sulphur ; thus leav- 
ing unnoticed saline aperients, 
which, as will presently be seen, 
are the most efficacious. These 
medicines, castor oil, senna and 
sulphur, although desirable from 
their mild qualities, are very {n- 
certain and ineffectual in cases of 
stricture. It is true.they. produce 
a moderate, and so far, a proper 
igaaage action of the intestines; 

ut as they do not render the 
feces watery, this action is not 
followed by sufficient evacuation, 
and therefore not by sufficient 
relief. Sulphur is objectionable 
on other grounds; it has been 
known to form into balls, when 
taken in large doses, and in this 
way may add to the mischief. 
The same objection applies also 
to magnesia, which has been found 
accumulated in large quantity 
above the stricture. 

While the subject of the first 
case was at Cheltenham and tak- 
ing the waters, the evacuations 
were so thin that the colon emp- 
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tied itself every day ; and under 
these favorable circumstances, 
the patient lost all complaint and 
improved surprisingly. This first 
suggested to me the use of saline 
aperients, which were given in 
the form of Seidlitz powders and 
of sulphate of magnesia, in a very 
diluted solution; and they were 
found to operate much more plea- 
santly and efficiently than other 
aperients. These, however, and 
the Cheltenham water _ itself 
drank in town, were by no means 
so certain in their operation as 
the waters drank at Cheltenham, 
—owving, no doubt, to the want of 
auxiliary circumstances, which 
are known to favor the operation 
of mineral waters—as change of 
scene, absence from the fatigue 
and anxiety of business, early 
rising, and exercise. On one 
occasion, when castor oil was 
substituted for salts, its effect 
was exceedingly injurious; it duly 
excited the action of the intes- 
tines, but as it did not render the 
feces watery, they could not pass 
the stricture freely, and the con- 
sequence was violent spasmodic 
pain and vomiting. 

Drastic and heating purgatives 
are very properly objected to in 
all cases of stricture ; neverthe- 
less, the distress of the patient, 
on one occasion, was so great for 
the want of evacuations, that a 
person of very great practical at- 
tainments was induced to propose 
the administration of croton oil, 
the propriety of which was much 
discussed, on account of its irrt- 
tating properties and violent ac- 
tion; but its employment being 
much urged by the proposer, on 
the score of its unrivalled purga- 
tive power in other cases, it was 
exhibited in the dose of one drop, 
which was repeated in the space 
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of half an hour. The effect, as 
was anticipated, was nearly fatal; 
it produced most violent contrac- 
tions of the intestines, and spas- 
modic pains, with a distressing 
heat along the whole alimentary 
canal, and constant and urgent, 
but ineffectual efforts, to go to 
stool, the scanty evacuation con- 
sisting of nothing more than a 
bloody secretion from the rectum, 
the product of excessive irri- 
tation.* The violent action of 
the intestines led one to fear a 
rupture of the colon, of which 
the sequel of the case proved 
there was great danger. 

~ In the medical treatment of 
stricture of the large intestine, 
then, saline aperients are the 
best and most efficacious. 


II. 


ON THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS OF STAYS 
AND TIGHT LACING. 


Tue effects of a long continued 
pressure are particularly observ- 
able in those persons. who wear 
too tight clothes, and who, seeking 
a fine shape, use stays and cor- 
sets, and consider themselves 
elegant in proportion as_ their 
bodies appear to be divided into 
two parts, or approach the form 
of a wasp or an ant. To 
assure such persons that these 
cuirasses deform them, and are 
injurious to-health ; that to stran- 
gle oneself in the middle is con- 
trary to the laws of nature ; that 


* As, from the vast accumulation of 
feculent matter found on dissection, it 
was impossible that any particle of the 
croton oil could have reached the rectum, 
the excessive irritations must have been 
the result of sympathy, which may go far 
to explain the phenomenon of the inflam- 
mation of the rectum which occurs in 
cases of poisoning from arsenic. 
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woman, as she comes from the 
hands of her Maker, represents 
an ellipsis, the widest part of 
which is at the pelvis; :or two 
cones, the bases of which meet 
there, and not four,—is to render 
oneself ridiculous in the eyes of 
the sex. It is not very probable 
that physicians will ever be able 
to put an end to so universally 
adopted a custom, since the ordi- 
nance of Joseph the 2d, Emperor 
of Germany, which was well cal- 
culated to produce such an event, 
had not the slightest effect. To 
give an air of ridicule and con- 
tempt to this custom, Joseph is- 
sued an imperial decree, forbid- 
ding the use of stays in all female 
orphan houses, convents, and all 
institutions devoted to the educa- 
tion of the sex ; and which, more- 
over, directed that all females 
condemned to correctional punish- 
ment, should thenceforth wear 
stays and hoop petticoats. Most 
women pretend that, if they did 
not wear stays, they could not 
hold themselves upright ; such, 
probably, is the case with those 
who have long used them ; already 
their muscles are partly para- 
lyzed, and when they not 
supported by this bandage, they 
lean forward, and their bodies 
take all sorts of bad attitudes. 
It is stays and corsets, in the 
greater number of cases, that 
roduce the deformities’ known 
“ the name of high shoulder, 
elevated hip, round back, &c. 

It is from the earliest years 
that stays must be left off, it be- 
ing at this time that they do the 
greatest mischief, particularly in 
weakly and delicate children, as 
they then act not merely on the 
muscles, but also on the bones. 
It is, therefore, mothers of fami- 
lies, from infancy that you must 


forbid your daughters their use, 
and you will not then have to la- 
ment over their deformities, when 
they shall have attained a greater 
age ; you will not have to hide an 
inequality in the shoulders ; to 
fill up a hollow corresponding to 
an elevation; to use inclined 
planes, or to send your children 
to orthopedique establishments. 
Behold your sons, who are straight 
and well made, because they have 
not been thus bound, but have 
enjoyed a freedom of motion, 
which has equally exerted all 
parts of the body. 

From Dr. Conrad Molk’s, of 
Krautweiler (Bas-Rhin), ‘‘ Con- 
siderations sur les causes et sur 
le traitement des courbures de 
la Colonne Vertébrale.” 


Ill. 


DOUBLE UTERUS AND SUPERF@TA- 
TION. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Mr. L. M. Parkhurst, of 
this place, while engaged in 
slaughtering an ewe sheep, to- 
day, discovered that the uterus 
contained two lambs : one appear- 
ed to have arrived at mature fo- 
tal age sometime since; the other 
was about two inches in length, 
and was, probably, in the seventh 
or eighth week. They had been 
removed from the dam and taken 
out of the uterus before I saw 
them, so that I had no opportunity 
to examine the parts. There 
was, howeyer, a portion of that 
division of the uterus in which 
the older lamb was contained, 
still remaining connected with it, 
and slightly adherent to the lamb 
at the sternum. The cord 
Was also remaining, attached, in 
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its usual place, to the abdomen 
of the lamb and to: the uterus. 
The younger lamb had been en- 
tirely removed from the uterine 
cavity. Mr. Parkhurst, however, 
informed me that it lay in a sack, 
or portion of the uterus, by itself, 
by the side of its older companion. 

Both lambs were, in every re- 
spect, perfectly formed and natu- 
ral. The younger appeared to 
have been alive and vigorous im- 
mediately previous to the death 
of the mother. The other gave 
evidence of having been sometime 
dead. It was rather above the 
middle size, and might have been 
taken for a lamb a week old. 
Its body seemed to be somewhat 
dry, and had the appearance of 
having been preserved and smok- 
ed. ‘The abdominal and thoracic 
viscera were in a perfect state 
of preservation, but were of a 
smoky brown color, rather desti- 
tute of fluids. The intestines 
contained a dark, dry, excremen- 
titious matter, in small quantities. 
The lamb exhaled no unpleasant 
smell whatever. The sheep had 
ever appeared healthy, was tole- 
rably fat, and no satisfactory rea- 
son for the delay of the birth of 
the oldest lamb could be assigned. 
Computing from the time when 
the ram was removed from Mr. 
P.’s flock last fall, this lamb 
should have been brought forth 
last spring. 

It would have been satisfactory 
to me to have been able to have 
given a description of the organs 
of generation in the above case, 
which their mangled state, when 
I saw them, totally prevented. 
There is no doubt, however, that 
this ewe must have possessed a 
double uterus. Instances-of this 
Conformation of the female organs 
of generation, not only among 
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brutes, but in the human species, 
are by no means rare. One is 
related in the 5th Vol. of the 
American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, p. 191, derived from 
the Journal Hebdomadaire. The 
body of a woman, who had died 
suddenly, was examined at the 
Hotel Dieu by M. Jolly. ‘On 
putting the finger into the vagina, 
e found a membranous division, 
which separated that canal into 
two equal parts. After examin- 
ing the attachments of the uterus, 
which were in all respects natu- 
ral, he removed the rectum and 
the bladder, together with the 
genital organs, which he inspected 
with MM. Dance and Dalmus. 
The external organs presented 
no extraordinary appearance ; the 
entrance to the vagina was narrow 
and smooth, without any traces of 
ruptured membrane, and divided 
by a partition into a left and right 
portion of equal size ; the length 
of the canal was four inches. 
The partition, half a line in 
breadth, was formed by the ap- 
position of the mucous mem- 
branes : interiorly there was no- 
thing remarkable but the small- 
ness of its transverse, diameter. 
The uterus presented no other 
remarkable feature  exteriorly 
but its small size; it was not 
more than eighteen lines across ; 
its upper external edge showed 
a slight depression, which divided 
the organ into two cavities ; from 
the middle of this depression, a 
longitudinal groove ran along the 
whole anterior surface of the ute- 
rus and vagina. A lateral section 
from the neck of the uterus, pro- 
longed along its body, exhibited 
the one cavity without any com- 
munication with the opposite side, 
both inferiorly and superiorly. 
The cavity of the neck was very 
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narrow, scarcely admitting an or- 
dinary probe taree or four lines 
in length, and equally separated 
by a partition ; it terminated by 
a circular orifice, without any 
trace of irregularity. This ori- 
fice was situated in the centre of 
the neck, which, embraced by 
the vagina of that side, formed a 
projection at the upper part of 
that canal. The partition which 
ran along the body and neck of 
the uterus and vagina, had the 
same organization and thickness 
as the parietes of the uterus.” 
At p. 466, Vol. 2, of the same 
Journal, is another case, derived 
originally from Rust’s Magazine, 
Vol. 20, p. 568. ‘* The woman 
had been in labor for two days, 
when” Dr. Geiss, the narrator, 
‘‘was requested to attend her. 
He found her a stout, healthy fe- 
male, of middle stature. The 
labor pains were confined to the 
right side. On the right side, 
the womb reached as high as the 
thorax ; on the left it did not ex- 
tend above the navel, and inclined 
forwards and laterally. The ex- 
ternal parts aod os uteri were 
properly constructed, and the 
shoulder of the child could be 
felt behindthe membranes. The 
operation of turning was perform- 
ed, and a healthy female infant 
delivered,—upon which the right 
side of the abdomen sank in, while 
the left continued prominent. In 
an hour labor pains occurred, and 
on examining the state of the 
parts, Dr. Geiss found, that after 
passing the os uteri, the finger 
came in*ontact with a membrane 
distended by fluid, and protruding 
through an annular opening to- 
wards the left side; while the 
navel string of the child already 
delivered, extended upwards into 
a cavity like the uterus in ordina- 
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ry circumstances. On farther 
examination, he found the belly 
of a second child presenting at 
the accessary orifice, and there- 
fore performed the operation of 
turning, and brought into the world 
a stout, stillborn male child, 
which was soon resuscitated. As 
no placenta followed for some 
time, he proceeded to assist the 
separation of them, and then had 
an opportunity of completely sa- 
tisfying himself that his patient 
had a double uterus. The right 
placenta came away first, and the 
right womb contracted vigorously ; 
the left placenta followed, but 
the uterus of that side contracted 
slowly, and the woman therefore 
lost a good deal of blood. Two 
months afterwards, the woman 
and both children were in good 
health. Two years before, she 
had brought forth a single child ; 
and the labor was tedious, and 
required manual aid to accom- 
plish it.” 

A French writer, A. L. Cassan, 
has recently published a small 
work upon the anatomy and phy- 
siology of double uterus and su- 
perfoetation ; in which, says the 
Journal we have quoted, ‘ the 
analogy of animals that present a 
similar formation is stated, and, 
from the observation of a great 
number of facts, the development 
of this peculiar formation is thus 
detailed :—At the end of the six- 
teenth week, two small vermi- 
form bodies are observed in the 
lumbar region ; at a little more 
advanced period, these two sym- 


‘metrical parts approach and unite 


in the median line of the body, 


and form the uterus and vagina.” 
‘¢ very variety of partition of 
the uterus is noticed, from a par- 
tial division by a membranous 
partition, to the complete sepa- 
ration of the uterus and vagina. 
These anomalies in organization 
appear to consist in the suspension 
of development before the parts 
are united, or in persistence of 

development after their union.” 
The consequences of such 
configuration of parts are stated 
to be important, in the first place, 
to a state of pregnancy: a woman 
may become pregnant, be deli- 
vered of a child, and yet not cease 
to be a virgin; she may at the 
same time be pregnant and be in 
labor. 2d. As it regards men- 
struation, the author denies the 
empty lobe would menstruate, 
when ihe other contains a foetus. 
3d. It would explain some of the 
accidents which attend difficult 
labors, as when the partition of 
the uterus was horizontal, divid- 
ing the uterus into an upper and 
lower chamber, the partition 
must be torn through, or the 
uterus lacerated ; this happened 
in two cases related by Drs. 
West andg@livier. 4th. As it 
regards syperfoetation. The fact 
of a second conception being pos- 
sible during the gestation of a 
first, is established by numerous 
cases cited by the author, and 
the only rational mode of explain- 
ing it is afforded by reference of 

such cases to a double uterus.” 
Yours, respectfully, 
D. H. Barn. 

North Troy, 
Oct. 14, 1830. 
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THE TEETH. 
Or the countless miseries that flesh 
is heir to, and which, resulting di- 
rectly from the constitution of our 
physical nature, tend to equalize the 
condition of human life by giving to 


all a community of suffering, none: 


are more continually subjected to 
our observation than those which 
arise from these troublesome organs. 
From the cradle to the grave, this 
enemy is ever plotting, maturing or 
perpetrating the ruin of our com- 
fort. The terror of mothers and 
of nurses, their approach is an- 
nounced by every variety of suffer- 
ing, both local and sympathetic. 
Inflammation of the gums, cutaneous 
eruptions, convulsions, diarrhoea, are 
but a few of the evils to which the 
first period of infancy is subjected 
from this single cause. Next comes 
the period of shedding, in which, to 
the necessary inconveniences of de- 
cay and separation, are added all the 
apprehensions of parents as to the 
probable and possible causes of future 
deformity, and the no less vivid or 
less reasonable fears of the child in 
regard to the remedy by. which the 
evil is to be averted. Even in youth 
and manhood, though less often re- 
minded of the presence of these fac- 
tious auxiliaries, we are in little dan- 
ger of forgetting them ; nor is it until 
we arrive at that happy state which 
is said by Shakspeare to end our 
strange eventful history, that we can 
be said to have made our escape 
from these diminutive tormenters. 


It must, however, be confessed 
that these evils, great as they are, 
have not been without their due 
share of attention on the part of phy- 
sioloyists and practitioners ; and we 
find the diseases of the successive 
periods of dentition, and their reme- 
dies, laid down with sufficient preci- 
sion in various general and particular 
treatises. One branch of this sub- 
ject alone seems to have received 
less attention, at least from writers, 
than that to which it is justly enti- 
tled. We refer to the local and 
general symptoms which accompany 
the appearance of the dentes sapien- 
tie, or wisdom teeth. That such 
symptoms should be developed by 
the growth of new parts at so late a 
period, and when the surrounding 
substances which oppose their en- 
largement have acquired so consi- 
derable a power of resistance, is not 
astonishing. It is more remarkable 
that the process is so frequently ef- 
fected without serious inconvenience, 
That great suffering is often induced 
by it, and that the symptoms may 
assume a grave and even a dangerous 
character, is a fact familiar to every 
experienced practitioner ; though by 
others it is to be feared that the 
cause is sometimes mistaken, when 
the effects are sufficiently obvious. 
What an amount of suffering may be 
saved by a correct diagnosis in these 
cases, is well shown in the following, 
the facts of which we obtain from 
one of the French periodicals. 


A young man, in good health, 
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living in the country, had for many 
months been affected with severe 
pain on the left side of the head. 
This appeared to have its origin be- 
hind the ascending branch of the 
lower jaw on the right side, from 
which point it extended to the ear, 
the cheek, the temple, and even the 
forehead; the posterior fauces were 
also affected. The pain returned at 
intervals, so as to deprive the patient 
of sleep. The disease was regarded 
as neuralgia, and treated as such with 
a great variety of remedies, which, 
however, did not afford the smallest 
relief. Discouraged with his ill suc- 
cess, the paticnt came to Paris, and 
entered the Hotel Dieu. The fa- 
tigue of the journey augmented his 
sufferings to an extreme degree, and 
the whole left side of the head, cra- 
nium and face, was the seat of severe 
pain. On examination, no swelling 
or redness existed in the cheeks, nor 
were these parts tender to the touch, 
The mouth was examined: on the 
right side below, there were eight 
teeth, including the dens sapientiz ; 
on the left, the last was wanting. 
Behind the farthest tooth on this 
side, between it and the coronoid 
process, was observed a small tumor, 
hard, red, tense, and extremely ten- 
der. M. Dupuytren inferred, there- 


" fore, that the difficulty existed at this 


point, and consisted in the resistance 
offered by the gum to the passage of 
the wisdom tooth. A crucial inci- 
sion was at once made in the tu- 
mor, and carried down to the surface 
of this body. The next day the 
pain had entirely disappeared, and 
the patient continued a fortnight in 
the hospital, without experiencing 
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the slightest return of it. He was 
then discharged. 

The resistance made by the sub- 
stance of the gum, though a frequent, 
is not considered the only obstacle 
to the appearance of the dens sapi- 
enti. The narrowness of the space 
between the last molar tooth and the 
coronoid process, is* another impor- 
tant circumstance in this reiation. 
This narrowness prevents the tooth 
from coming out freely to range 
itself behind the second molar, and 
thus to complete the series. The 
efforts made by nature to accomplish 
this object, cause violent pain, which 
may easily be mistaken for that of 
neuralgia ; inflammations in the neigh- 
boring parts, abscesses, contractions 
of the maxillary muscles, and other 
accidents. All these symptoms may 
be made to cease by simply extract- 
ing one of the molar teeth, and thus 
affording to the new tooth sufficient 
room to take its proper situation. 
This plan has repeatedly been prac- 
tised, and attended with entire suc- 
cess. Sometimes, however, the re- 
moval of the new tooth is preferable, 
and this is particularly the case 
where, on its extrication from the 
gum, it is found to have become ca- 
tious from pressure, as sometimes 
happens, 

In a memoir published in 1828, 
by Toirac, of Paris, on the pheno- 
mena which accompany the appear- 
ance of the wisdom teeth, they are 
considered as divisible into classes, 
according as they depend on one or 
another of the following causes :— 
1. The obliquity of the tooth for- 
ward, in which case it is arrested in 
its progress by the next molar. 2. 
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Its obliquity from without inward 
toward the tongue, in such a manner 
as to impede the movements of this 
organ, and to excoriate it. 3. Its 
obliquity from within outward, which 
causes it to wound the internal sur- 
face of the cheek, 4. Its becoming 
locked under the base of the coro- 
noid process. 5. Its remaining co- 
vered, at the posterior part, by an 
excrescence of the gum. 


By far the most serious of these 
cases, is that in which the wisdom 
tooth is arrested under the base of 
the coronoid process. This state of 
things is followed by excessive pain, 
_ enormous swelling of the cheeks, 
abscesses, fistulas, and an extreme 
difficulty in opening the mouth, which 
at best can be effected only to the 
third or half of its usual extent, un- 
der these circumstances. <A serious 
difficulty is often experienced by the 
surgeon in getting at the tooth which 
causes all the mischief. Frequently 
the only mode of effecting this, is to 
introduce a piece of wood between 
the teeth, which is to be moved gra- 
dually backward as the resistance of 
the muscles is overcome, until a suf- 
ficient opening is obtained to extract 
the tooth. 

Consequences scarcely less serious, 
however, sometimes ensue, where 
the tooth is covered for a considera- 
ble extent by the gum, which, being 
continually compressed by the move- 
ments of the jaw, becomes_irritated 
and inflamed, producing discharges 
of matter,£more or less constraint in 
motion, and even chronic inflamma- 
tion of the tonsils, which, from igno- 
rance of its cause, may be most in- 
judiciously treated. A medical gen- 


tleman was, for the space of eighteen 
months, affected with  tonsillitis, 
which refused to yield to treatment, 
and for which he was tearly per- 
suaded to undergo a_ mercurial 
course. At length the real nature 
of the malady was suspected, and 
the incision of the gum which par- 
tially covered the wisdom tooth, the 
excision of the tumor which it form- 
ed, and its subsequent cauterisa- 
tion with lunar caustic, were entirely 
sufficient to effect a cure. 


REPORT OF THE KILLED AND WOUND- 
ED IN PARIS DURING THE LATE 
REVOLUTION. 

Accorpine to the returns of the 

physicians and surgeons of the se- 

veral hospitals, it appears that not 
less than 7000 men have been ren- 
dered hors de combat. They reck- 
on, besides, nearly 1700 wounded 
received into the hospitals and am- 

bulances.. M. Breschet reports 500 

as the number taken into the Hétel 

Dieu; besides 300 out-patients, 

dressed by the surgeons of that es- 

tablishment. The mortality has 
been by no means in proportion to 
the severity of the wounds ; not more 
than 70 had died, up to the 10th of 

August: the greatest number of the 

wounded belonged to the working 

classes of the Faubourgs; out of the 

500 there were no more than 25 of 

the military, A proportion nearly 

similar has been observed in the 
other hospitals. M. Husson re- 
marks, that almost all the wounds 
were received in front—many of 
them in the chest and abdomen. 

Nor did the courage which the men 

displayed in the struggle, desert them 

on their bed of suffering; and those 
who underwent capital operations 
endured them without a murmur. 

The moral condition of the military 

is remarked to have been very dif- 

ferent, the greater number of them 
being quite overcome with despair. 
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M. Louyer-Villermay relates the 
case of a soldier of the Guard, who 
sunk the day after the last engage- 
ment, without there being any per- 
ceptible wound or bruise to which 
his death could be attributed. The 
Beaujon has taken in 80; La Pitié, 
120; La Charité, 150; the Military 
Infirmary, 200; Val de Grace, 20; 
a mason lodge, 80. Of the numbers 
received into St. Louis and St. An- 
toine, we have as yet obtained no 
official report ; M. Cloquet promises 
a detailed account for the former 
hospital. Nor can we speak posi- 
tively as to the numbers treated in 
the Ambulances, by reason of their 
perpetually changing condition. Al- 
most all the wounds were from fire- 
arms—few from cold steel: they 
have been generally severe, most of 
them having been received in close 
combat ; yet it is expected that most 
of the wounded will recover. M. 
Larrey has assured the Academie 
that of the hundred which came un- 
der his care at Glos-Caiilon, not 
one had died: several of them, how- 
ever, lad undergone serious opera- 
tions.—Journ. Hebdomadaire. 


New Operation for Ectropium.— 
The following operation for restoring 
permanently the everted eyelid in 
ectropium, is described and recom- 
mended by Dr, J. F. Dieffenbach, 
of Berlin, in the 3d number of the 
30th volume of “ Rust’s Magazine.” 

A semi-lunar incision is first to be 
made, a few lines distant from the 
edge of the orbit, through the skin, 
into the cellular membrane of the 
affected lid. The incision is to be 
formed directly in the centre of the 
lid, and to occupy about two-thirds 
of its extent. The lip of the wound 
next to the tarsus is to be dissected 
up, so as to loosen a considerable 
portion of the everted tarsus, when 
the whole thickness of the lid is to 
be cut through to the extent of the 
external wound. <A small pair of 
forceps being now introduced into 
the wound, that portion of the con- 
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junctiva to which the tarsus is at- 
tached is to be drawn out at the ex- 
ternal orifice, and the edges of the 
wound, together with the retracted 
conjunctiva, are to be held together 
by means of from three to five small 
needles, over which a thread is to 
be passed as in the hair-lip suture. 


Turpentines solidified by Magne- 
sia.—From the strong analogy be- 
tween copaiba and the liquid turpen- 
tines, it was a natural inference that 
the effect produced by magnesia on 
the former, would result from its ad- 
mixture with the latter ; and the fact 
has been positively established. The 
following are the conclusions deduced 
by M. Faure, of Bourdeaux, from 
his experiments. That turpen- 
tine may be solidified by magnesia. 
2d. That this effect may be obtained, 
even though a portion of the essen- 
tial oil be added. 3d. That these 
substances lose none of their cha- 
racteristic properties by the mixture. 
The following formule are given :— 
Take of turpentine fourteen drachms, 
magnesia thirty-six grains : mix them 
in a marble mortar. At the end of 
five or six days, a mass is obtained 
fit to be formed into pills. Should 
it become too hard, it may readily 
be softened by the aid of warm wa- 
ter.—Take of oil of turpentine two 
drachms, turpentine six drachms, 
magnesia thirty-six grains ; mix them 
ina mortar. The mixture solidifies 
in seven or eight days, and should 
be preserved in a close vessel. 

Journ, de Chimie Méd, 


Pulse of Animals.—In a state of 
health, the pulse of domestic ani- 
mals offers very great variation with 
respect to the frequency of its beats. 
That of the ordinary horse, makes 
from 32 to 38 pulsations in a minute ; 
the ass, from 48 to 54; ox and cow, 
from 35 to 423; sheep, from 70 to 
79 ; goat, from 72 to 76; dog, from 
95 to 100; cat, from 110 to 120.— 
Vatel’s Veterinary Pathology. 
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Germination upon Mercury.—M. 
J. Pinot read to the Academy of 
Sciences of Paris, a memoir, in which 
he certifies that a grain of Lathyrus 
odatus, after being steeped in water, 
was placed on mercury covered with 
a little water; that the germination 
proceeded as usual, and the radicle 
descended into the mercury to the 
depth of eight or ten lines, Having 
placed this grain in a state of sus- 
pension and equilibrium above the 
surface of the mercury, the radicle 
descended into the metal in the same 
manner, though the least resistance 
seemed as if it would disturb the 
equilibrium which maintained it.— 
Bib, Univ. 


Hydrophobia.—Three cases of 
the cure of this formidable disease 
by friction with mercurial ointment, 
one of them at forty days after the 
bite, when slight symptoms of the 
disease, attended with spasms, had 
become manifested, are described in 
the Bib. Univ., Mars, 1830. 


Hygiéne.—At Metz, in France, a 
public course of Lectures, attended 
by more than two hundred persons, 
is given on Hygiéne, the art of pre- 
serving health, The precepts and 
instruction delivered in this course 
are printed, end distributed among 
the families of the city.—Rev. Enc, 


Medical Department of the Co- 
lumbian College, in the District of 
Columbia.—The Medical Lectures 
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in this Institution commence annu- 
ally on the first Monday in Novems 
ber, and continue till the last of 
February. During this period, Lec- 
tures are delivered daily, and full 
courses are given on the various 
branches of Medicine, by 


Tuomas Sewatt, M.D., Professor 
of Anatomy and Physiology. 

Tuomas Henverson, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

N. W. Wortnineton, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Materia Medica and 
Medical Botany. 

Freperick May, M.D., Professor 
of Obstetrics. 

Tuomas P. Jones, M.D., Professor 
of Chemistry. 

James C. Hatt, M.D., Professor 
of Surgery. 

Ropert A. Cony, M.D., Adjunct 
Professor of Anatomy and Phy- 
stology. 


For the benefit of Students in in- 
digent circumstances, the School is 
open to one from each State and 
Territory, to attend the Lectures 
free of expense, by paying, on en- 
tering the School, the usual matri- 
culating fee of five dollars. The 
Senators and Delegates of Congress 
are authorised to select one such 
Student from each of their respec- 
tive States and ‘Territories, who 
shall be admitted to gratuitous at- 
tendance on the Lectures, by exhi- 
biting a certificate of such selection 
to the Dean of the Faculty. 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 22, | 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | Disease. Date.|Sex.|Age. | Disease. 
Oct. 16.,M.|48 yrs|accidental F.| 9 molinfantile 
F.\83 age M.| 3 {croup 
17.|M.|18 |smallpox M./23 yrs consumption 
F.| 6 mo} do. F.' \croup 
M.|66 yrs inflammation on the lungs M.\46 {suicide 
M.'55 —|consumption 21.) F.| |croup 
M./34 do. F.|22 |puerperal fever 
M.64 |fever M.\43 __|liver complaint 
M.|32 [brain fever 22.|M 2 ~=‘|croup 
18.|M.| 6 mo hooping cough M.| 3w | do. 
6 mo unknown F’.'22 yrs, liver complaint 
yrs consumption |fever 
M.|19 mo infantile 22.|M |consumption 
. 57 yrs consumption N {paralysis 


F 
20.'M.| 6 


croup 


1.|54 
Males, 19,—Females, 10. Total, 29. 


( 616 ) 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PRIVATE MED. SCHOOL. 


HE subscribers have associated for 
the purpose of giving a complete 
course of private Medical Instruction, and 
the following arrangements are now in 
operation :— 
The pupils are admitted to the practice 
of the Mass, General Hospital, and re- 
ceive Clinical Lectures on the cases from 
Drs. Jackson, Channing and Ware, 
Private Lectures, with examinations, 
are given in the intervals of the public 
lectures of the University. 


On Midwifery and the Diseases of Women 
and Children, and on Chemistry, by 

Dr. CHANNING. 

On Physiology, Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics, by Dr. WARE. 

On the Principles and Practice of Surge- 
ry, by Dr. Orts. 

On Anatomy, Human and Comparative, 
by Dr. Lewis. 


Private Instruction will be given in 
Practical Anatomy, by means of demon- 
strations and dissections. 

Such students as may be disposed, will 
have opportunity of acquiring a know- 
ledge of Practical Pharmacy. 

Rooms for all the purposes contemplat- 
ed, have been provided in a convenient 
and central situation. 

fk Application to be made to Dr. 
WALTER CHANNING. 

JAMES JACKSON, 
WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
GEORGE W. OTIS, Jr 
WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr. 


July 6. 12t. 


SURGEON MA- 
NUAL 
UST received, by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE, The Surgeon Dentist’s Anato- 
mical and Physiological Manual. By G. 
WairtF, Member of the Royal College of 
Surge ons. Nov. 2. 


NEURALGIC DISEASES, 


A TREATISE on Neuralgic Diseases, 
A dependent upon Irritation of the 
Spinal Marrow, and Ganglia of the Sym- 


pathetic Nerve. By Taomas Princin 
‘TreaLK, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London, &c. Just received 
by CARTER & HENDEE. Nov. 2. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND CHEMICALS. 


TUDENTS in want of the above 
articles, would do well to call, be- 
fore purchasing, at BREWER & BRO- 
THERS’, Nos. 90 and 92 Washington 
Street—Boston. 
Oct. 15. 
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SUPERIOR STETHOSCOPES. 


ARTER & HENDEE have constant- 

ly on hand, Stethoscopes of the 
most approved form, manufactured by 
George Wheelwright. 

They also publish a Manual for the 
Use of the Stethoscope. A short Treatise 
on the different Methods of investigating 
the Diseases of the Chest. Translated 
from the French of M. Collin by W.N. 
Ryland, M.D., from the third London 
edition: with plates and an explanatory 
introduction, by a Fellow of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 


ABERCROMBIE ON DISEASES 
OF THE STOMACH. 


UST received by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE—Pathological and Practical 
Researches on Diseases of the Stomach, 
the Intestinal Canal, the Liver, and other 
Viscera of the Abdomen. By Joun ABER- 
cRoMBIE, M.D., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh, &c., 
and first Physician to his Majesty in 
Scotland. Sept. 28. 


HENNEN’S MIL. SURGERY, 
day received, by CARTER & 
HENDEE, Principles of Military 
Surgery ; comprising Observations on the 
Arrangement, Police, and Practice of 
Hospitats, and on the History, Treatment, 


_and Anomalies, of Variola and Syphilis. 
~ Tilustrated with Cases and Disscctions. 


By Joun Hennen, M.D. F.R.S.E. In- 
spector of Military Hospitals. First Ame- 
rican, from the third London Edition, 
With a Life of the Author, by his Son, 
Dr. John Hennen. July 13. 
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